
 Made for More WEEK THREE  You are made to follow 
 SCREEN  : Caleb Williams photo 
 Meet Caleb Williams. 

 Shown here accepting the Heisman trophy last month. 

 For those of you who don’t know, 

 the Heisman trophy is college football’s greatest honor. 

 Here’s a fun fact: Caleb is the first player from the DC area 

 to receive the Heisman trophy. 

 Oh, and another fun fact: 

 Caleb Williams graduated from our very own St. Pius X Regional School. 

 Congratulations Caleb! 

 In an article about Caleb in last week’s America magazine, 

 Debbie Corradini, a resource teacher at our school, 

 had this to say about Caleb’s time at St. Pius: 

 “We taught him, but in a lot of ways, he taught us more 

 about being hardworking, kind and humble.” 

 She said Caleb had the drive to be the very best at everything he did. 

 Now, if you ask any great athlete, artist or leader 

 they will tell you that they didn’t succeed on their own. 

 Like Caleb, they will tell you it was a team effort. 

 It required the support of parents, teachers, and coaches. 

 They owe their success to listening, obeying and following others every day. 

 And if this is true for athletes, artists or leaders, 

 it is also true for those who want to follow Christ. 

 SCREEN  : Made for More main screen 
 This is week three of our message series titled, Made For More. 

 We are beginning 2023 focusing on our calling in life. 

 The scriptures for these Sundays remind you that you were made for more. 

 More than your career or your schooling or sports. 

 More than your relationships or all your stuff. 

 God wants you to discover your purpose in life, 



 so that you can use the gifts and talents you’ve been given 

 to build Christ’s Kingdom. 

 Today we heard about some individuals who 

 took their first step in discovering what they were made for. 

 Let’s turn to the Gospel now. 

 So we heard  Jesus call his first apostles. 

 He would ultimately choose twelve individuals who would 

 walk with him all the way to Calvary. 

 Later, at his Ascension he would commission them to 

 go make disciples for his Kingdom. 

 What’s unusual about the individuals Jesus chose 

 is that they were about as unlikely a group as you could find. 

 It included fishermen, a tax collector, and a political radical. 

 So, not the best group to start a religious movement. 

 Fishermen were rough, crude, and profane. 

 Tax collectors were considered cheats. 

 Political radicals ended up in jail or crucified. 

 In other words, the last people any leader would choose 

 for such an important mission. 

 So why were they chosen? 

 The simple answer is that Jesus saw something in them no one else did. 

 He saw their potential for greatness. 

 And perhaps most importantly, he saw their willingness to follow him. 

 Now, the scene described in Matthew’s gospel 

 sounds a little hard to believe. 

 Jesus was in a fishing village in Galilee called Capernaum, 

 just walking along the seashore, 

 when he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. 

 They were casting a net into the sea when Jesus called out to them: 

 SCREEN  :  “Come after me, and I will make you fishers  of men.” 
 At once they left their nets and followed him. 



 This scene was then repeated with two other brothers - 

 James and John, the sons of Zebedee. 

 Jesus called them and they immediately left 

 their father and followed him. 

 Not bad - four apostles in 5 minutes! 

 Everytime I read this Gospel, 

 I am amazed by their response to Jesus’ call. 

 It was immediate: Jesus said,  follow me! 

 They dropped their nets and followed. 

 This shows that they were moldable, teachable, and open. 

 And within a few days they discovered what Jesus’ mission was all about. 

 They listened as he taught and preached and watched him heal the sick. 

 Great crowds begin to follow them. 

 So this is what Jesus meant by them being ‘fishers of men’! 

 They would soon be doing what he did, 

 but first, they would need to watch and learn as Jesus coached them. 

 Without that willingness and openness on their part, 

 they never would have succeeded. 

 As I said before, those who want to excel in any area of life 

 know the importance of taking directions and following a leader. 

 And the message for you for Week Three of this series 

 is that you were made to follow. 

 What does that mean for you? 

 Well, first, it means that just like the Apostles, 

 God has chosen you. 

 As I said on week one of this series, 

 God has chosen you personally. 

 It’s the reason you are here now, listening to this message. 

 God has chosen you. 

 Second, God is calling you to be part of a team - a community. 

 We heard the importance of community in our second reading today. 



 When writing to the Church in Corinth, St. Paul wrote this: 

 SCREEN  :  I urge all of you agree in what you say, 
 and that there be no divisions among you, 
 but that you be united in the same mind and in the same purpose. 
 It’s a call to teamwork. 

 There are no lone rangers in the Church. 

 We are stronger when we are together and when we 

 see ourselves as part of something bigger than ourselves. 

 To discover what you are made for, you need to be part of a community. 

 Which, as we heard last week from Fr. Kennedy, includes serving one another. 

 It means using our power to help build Christ’s Kingdom. 

 As I already said, Jesus saw gifts and talents in the Apostles that no one else did. 

 Abilities they didn’t even see in themselves. 

 The same can be true for us. 

 Sometimes it takes others for you to realize what you were made for. 

 If you’ve been using the weekly guide for this message series, 

 you should be starting to get a clearer sense of what your gifts and talents are. 

 This week’s guide has a different task for you - a task that will stretch you a bit. 

 SCREEN  : I see in you…. 
 We’re asking you to reach out to people in your life - family, friends, 

 small group members, people in your ministry - and ask them 

 how they see you. 

 Ask them what gifts they see in you. 

 Ways they’ve seen you be helpful to others. 

 And this would also be a great opportunity for you to help them out - 

 to tell them about some of the gifts and talents you see in them. 

 So use the guide this week to find out what others see in you. 

 That’s the first thing. 

 Second, if you’ve been using the weekly guides, 

 they have been preparing you to pray with God about your purpose. 

 You can pray on your own, but you’re invited to spend some time 



 praying with others about your purpose 

 and there will be two opportunities to choose from. 

 SCREEN  :  Made for More pray announcement screen 
 One will be in person in church next Sunday evening 

 January 29 at 7pm, and the other one over Zoom on Tuesday 

 January 31st at 7pm. 

 Each prayer session will be guided by Jen Mayer, 

 our adult discipleship coordinator and last about 30 minutes. 

 So those are two ways for you to continue to discover 

 how you are made for more - asking others for feedback 

 and praying with others. 
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 And finally, if you aren’t sure that you have a relationship with Jesus 

 or if that relationship needs a jump start, I encourage you to check out Alpha. 

 This program will take place entirely over Zoom, 

 so no matter where you are, you can participate. 

 Alpha is a series of incredible videos about faith, life and meaning 

 followed by a judgment free conversation 

 where what you actually think matters. 

 There is no pressure to talk, you can simply listen. 

 The first session is this Wednesday evening beginning at 7:30pm. 

 If this sounds like something you or someone you know might 

 be interested in, I encourage you to give the first session a try. 

 If you like it, come back the following Wednesday. 

 Now for those of you here in person, you can talk with some 

 of our Alpha team members right after Mass at the info desk. 

 They can answer any questions you have or help you sign up. 

 SCREEN  : blank red background 
 I feel honored that Caleb Williams was part of our community. 

 More importantly, I am glad he discovered at an early age, 

 something each of us must also learn, 



 that God has chosen us and calls us to follow. 

 God has made us for more. Amen. + 


